
1st STOP CHECKLIST: BAIL BONDSMAN/ SURETY BAIL BOND AGENT 
formerly BOUNTY HUNTER or FUGITIVE RECOVERY 

 
Pertaining to the daily activities of surety bail bond agents as well as bail enforcement agents 
otherwise known as “bounty hunters”; the use of these terms (bounty hunter) to describe those 
apprehending principals on bond is prohibited. 
 
 
REQUIREMENTS & REGULATIONS 
 
[] Bail Bondsmen must take a surety bail bond exam administered by the Ohio 

Department of Insurance.  Contact the License Division at (614) 644-2665 for 
examination and licensing information.  Information and forms are also on-line 
at www.insurance.ohio.gov .  *Remember to check local government agencies* 

 
[] For the full text please visit ORC Section 3905.83 at your local library and on-line 

at http://codes.ohio.gov/orc. *Remember to check local government agencies* 
 

For more help, contact your local Small Business Development Center (SBDC). 
 

www.ohiosbdc.ohio.gov  
 

*REMEMBER TO CHECK LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES* 
 

THIS CHECKLIST IS ABOUT STATE REQUIREMENTS. 
 

 
 

NAICS 812990/16 
  

http://www.insurance.ohio.gov/
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc
http://www.ohiosbdc.org/


 

Since 2001, bounty hunting in the state of Ohio has been explicitly regulated by state law. As such, only 
a law enforcement officer or a qualified, licensed and appointed surety bail bond agent are authorized 
to arrest fugitives in the state. All others performing the function of bail enforcement agents are subject 
to arrest. 

Bounty Hunter Education 

To perform bail enforcement duties in Ohio, you must become a surety bail agent. This requires 
completion of a training course consisting of at least 20 hours of classwork dedicated to material 
pertinent to the surety bail bond business, including the insurance laws and a surety agent’s lines of 
authority. 

Surety bail agent training is available through 6 approved programs, 2 of which are self study courses 
and 4 of which are available at institutions within the state. Once you have completed your training, you 
are required to pass an examination. Following a passing score, you may act as a bail enforcement agent 
if you wish, although for many surety bail agents fugitive recovery is optional and contracted out. 

Bounty Hunter Certification 

The state of Ohio currently does not regulate the licensing of bounty hunters. However, legislation 
regarding “surety bail bond agents” is pending under the Ohio Department of Insurance (ODI). Section 
3905.83 of the Ohio House Bill No. 730 is the closest statute regarding surety bail bond agents or bail 
enforcement agents stating that, ” 
No person shall act in the capacity of a surety bail bond agent or perform any functions of a surety bail 
bond agent unless the agent is qualified, licensed, and appointed.” 

To become a licensed surety bail agent in Ohio, you must be at least 18 years old, complete a surety bail 
bond pre-licensing certificate program and pass an examination. The examination must be taken within 
180 calendar days after successfully completing the program. You will not be admitted into the exam 
without the original unaltered certificate of completion. Following the passing of the examination, you 
may submit an application to the Ohio Department of Insurance along with a set of your fingerprints, 
which will be used for a background check for verification of a clean record. 

Once you receive your license, you must complete continuing education classes every 2 years. If you 
hold a Surety Bail Bond and a Property & Casualty (PC) license, you must complete 20 credit hours of 
continuing classes with at least 14 credits of Surety Bail Bond related classes. If you only hold a title 
license in Surety Bail Bonds you are instead only required to complete 14 hours of classes in surety Bail 
Bond related credits. 

 

http://www.ohioinsurance.gov/agent/AppPreLicPrvList.asp?cat=SBBS
http://www.ohioinsurance.gov/agent/AppPreLicPrvList.asp?cat=SBBS
http://www.bailyes.com/Ohiobaillaws.htm
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